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® achievers

“| faed like it's my duty to help kids who ane like | was, heading in 1he wrong diregton.” says Donobue (at the Brick by Brick cenler).

Hard Hat, Soft Heart

A messed-up kid who made millions, Lynn Donohue decided to help others

heen Lynin Donchue drives her
kids aropmd eastern blassa-
Clivserns, she likes o poine o
landmark buildings like Boston's Fa
newi] Hall, This i not just an anchi-
rectural tour—ir's a guide to her past.
“1 still ger a real kick out of saving,
‘Haey, Lok upe there at that wall, Mice
picce of work, huh?' ™ Donohue says.
* Yo should have seen VOWIT ITICET 1
there on that wall !:-:.' that |1i;|.1l.'v:l||.' |
knew | was leaving my mark.™
Az the Arst worman memiber of Brick
lyers Local 39, Donohue, 45, betr her
imprint on many buildings. But she is
prowdest of a twoestory edibos inMNew
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£l kniw | had § knack
Damahie I:.'JII the job b

" Taf Brickwork,

Bedford, Mass., which she didn’t con
aruct, There, teenage kids are learming
tor play keyboards, guitars and droms,
Others are learmimg graphac design o
creafrng vidlunieer pr l\.:-iL'L[.‘\-. Adules can
coane o .‘\.i|.;l'l up fior & covirss on entre
prencurship, Brick by Brck, a Com-
miirugy L Fr|'l.=||i:r.'|.l ioi is Dnnolie's pas
sioan and her braimchild, It was started
with her support and & her way of giv-
ing hack after making a $3 million for
rune in construction. savs Domshuoe
* Wby goal 15 b0 vse the money ve made
and the things Pve kearned o help ar
risk kids who are pust like | was,™

If any kid in 19705 MNew Bediord
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| thowght my story could help kide,” 8ays Donahwe {hekping Tim swing Keleey, let, and Daniel).

|1ti|q|1|! have been vored Least |-iLc-r.'|}'
to Succesd, it was Lynn Davidian, The
third of fve children lrom a broken
home, she took her first drink at age
13 and gor miro Quaaludes, pot and
heroin, Dropping out of school at 15,
she slepr i empty houses, then moved
inte a hippie commune, where an
older friend cosched her on how 1o
[ about hier age to get welfare bene
fits. “There was nothing going well
in my life,* Donohoe says, “1 felt like
[ was a loser™

Adfter doang 30 days in pail duning a
Florida road wrip for stealing a jar of
peanut batter, Donohoe, then 16, was
living in am old car. Her father saw ber
am the street a vear later and offered
her a bartending job ar his saloon. $he
accepted but had second thoughts af-
ter a biker fght in the bar tuened ugly.
“There was blood everywhere,™ she
gays, 1 hid behind some boxes and
prayed, “Oh God, don't let me die,"™

To her relicf, Donchue was soon
laid wff from the bar; one day, while
waiting in line for her unemployment
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construction-trade training course and
signed up, In 1979 she began a four-
year bricklaying apprenticeship, hop-
g b0 earn upward of 517 an houe
*It was bove at first sight,” she says of
!hl.' il.rlju'.“.lﬁ 'ﬂ".H.'k. HL'r t'ltﬂllllin!ﬂl:l i'.iﬂ'
the job helped her give up drugs;
a few years larer Donohue stopped
drinking tox, She also eamed a GED,
While hazing newoomers wias 4 foutine
practice at the work ste, Donohoe’s
rreatment bordered on harassment.
“LUince, someone locked me mside a
stinking port-a-john for an hous,™ she
recalls, 5till, she never complained
about the inswles or obsoenines. *1 de-
coded to wse their taunts and put-
downs as fuel to succeed,™ she says.
It worked. Alchough exhausted af-
ter a day's work lifting 50-Ib. blocks,
the 5'3* Donchue would go home
and practice her craft. Each night for
a year, she bolt and unbuile a brck
wall in her basement—until she was
able to win the union’s apprenticeship
contest, *She’s the only woman who's

CVET '\'I-'l.l:l.:“ Rl YE {1:|r|'|:ll.'T
union vice president Tom
Melntyre. “She's the real
deal.”

In 1982 Domohue mar-
ried her husband, Tim, 49,
then a custodial worker, and
with a bank lan she started
.'".:|'|;|.1$ Coisiruction. 5|.l|.|r|,
she was buildimg stores and
schools—with some help
from her old foes, “She
hired a bot of the guys who
had given her a hard time,”
cx-employes Bob Lynch re-
members, “She =ven made
some of them bosses. She'd
never ket a grudge stanad in
the way."

Today, Tim, a part-time
YO instructor, stays home
with Kelsey, 9, and Daniel,
7. "It’s a two-sdged sword,”
he says. “I've spent more
rime with my kids, and
thats a joy, but everyone
wants to succeed,”

I 1997 1.1..'r||:| sold the assers of Ar-
gus and took a high-paying sales job
with a brick disgributor. She wantsd 1w
put her wealth to pood use: First came
a foundation to help the people of
Mew Bedford, then the community
center. Only three months alrer i
opened, it has already attracted 100
kids and 108 aduls o os programs;
Comohuoe contribured 540,000 of the
annual $120,000 budger. *She pro-
vides the funding, generates donations,
brings in apeakers and is the inspira-
tnon for what Brick |'|'!.' Brick 1z all
abour,™ says execurive direover Tracy
Furtado, “We have dropouts come
here who can relate to her story,”

That's how Demohoe wants £, “5a
many of the people L used to rum with
are dead from drugs, suicide, AIDSG,™
shie says. "I consider myself lucky to
have escaped, | want kids to know
it's a lot harder to fail in this world
than to succeed. ['ve done both, and
I know.”
= Chris Rodell in New Bediiord and
Anne Driscoll in Swampscott, Mass



